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VOICEVOLUNTEERS IN PUBLIC SCHOOLS

As a result of the  
current COVID 19  
pandemic, VIPS is  

exploring new ways to engage  
volunteers while addressing the  
needs of our students and families.  
Virtual volunteering is one way  
that volunteers can continue to  
make a difference while staying  
home and practicing social distancing.  

What is Virtual Volunteering?   
Virtual volunteering allows the volunteer to commit their time and 
services away from the physical site of an organization, project, or 
campaign. Virtual volunteers work over the internet via computer, 
tablet or phone to provide their skilled services to support a cause 
that is important to them.

VIPS will begin implementing virtual volunteering opportunities by 
partnering with the Barbara Bush Houston Literacy Foundation and 
the Children’s Museum of Houston to provide a virtual version of 
Read Houston Read. Volunteers will participate in read alouds and 
classroom chats. 

All interested volunteers are required to register in VIPS and have a 
current approved background check for the 2019-2020 school year. 
Volunteers must also complete the VIPS Online Orientation and sign 
the VIPS Code of Ethics and Code of Civility. Once these steps have 
been completed volunteers should visit the Connect 4 Literacy site to 
sign up for current virtual reading opportunities.

VIPS Happenings VIRTUAL Volunteer Opportunties

VOLUNTEERS make a difference!
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www.HoustonISD.org/VIPS

DEFEND POTENTIAL

VIPS is “Celebrating 50 Years of 
Service”. In recognition of this 
significant milestone, VIPS has been 
issued a Proclamation from the City 
of Houston during National Volunteer 
In Public Schools Week. To read the 
proclamation go to our website!

  VIPS wants you! Join our 
campaign #50forVIPS50 in 
support of volunteerism in HISD.  
Volunteers who complete at least 
50 hours in honor of the VIPS 
50th Anniversary during the 
2020-2021 school year will be 
recognized during the 2021 VIPS 
celebration. Information on how 
to sign up and track your hours is 
coming soon!

  Trees for Houston has partnered 
with VIPS to donate 50 live oak 
trees to commemorate the impact 
of our volunteers. Trees will be 
planted at 50 HISD schools. 

 The VIPS 50th Celebration and 
Annual Volunteer Recognition 
Event has been canceled due  to 
COVID 19, but VIPS will continue 
to honor the outstanding 
volunteers from the 2019-2020 
school year. 

 
 We are excited to update our 
volunteer software and expand 
our capabilities. Raptor 6 
Implementation is scheduled 
to begin prior to the 2020-2021 
school year.

Become a mentor today!
HISD is  proud to partner with BBBS to  
ensure all of our students reach their  
highest potential. If you are interested in 
mentoring an HISD student this year,  
follow the link below and apply today!
 
www.bbbstx.org/get-involved/be-a-big/



Congratulations to our volunteers who are being  
spotlighted for the Second Quarter of the year. VIPS 
appreciates our volunteers and would like to  

recognize  their endless contributions of their time  
and talents on a regular basis in HISD schools. 

VALERIE WALLACE | Bellaire HS
Congratulations Ms. Valerie Wallace 
for being chosen as a Spotlight  
Volunteer. Ms. Wallace has been  
volunteering at Bellaire HS for the last seven years. She gives of her 
time tirelessly as a PTO member and fundraising Chair; Cardinal 
Camp Supporter; College Center Assistant; Homecoming Dance 
Chair and various other staff and teacher support functions at 
Bellaire. Ms. Wallace feels compelled to continue volunteering even 
though her daughters have graduated from Bellaire. Ms. Wallace 
wants to help other students whose parents may not be able to 
volunteer and give back to the community.  Thank you, Ms. Wallace 
for all that you do to support students in HISD schools. 

ADA DRAKE | Ruby L. Thompson Elementary
Congratulations Ms. Ada Drake for being chosen as a Spotlight 
Volunteer.  Ms. Drake has been volunteering at Thompson ES for over 
39 years. Ms. Drake is such an integral part of the school that the staff 
even know her day to day schedule and include her in their annual 
staff pictures!! Ms. Drake chaperones field trips; assists with office 
duties; prepares Wednesday folders; plans the Black History Month 
and Literacy Night programs.  Ms. Drake shows up with a smile 
year after year ready to serve the students, faculty and community. 
Ms. Drake epitomizes what it means to be a LEGACY Volunteer at 
Ruby Thompson. Thank you, Ms. Drake for all that you do to support 
students in HISD schools.

Volunteer SPOTLIGHT Volunteers in ACTION

www.HoustonISD.org/VIPS

Contact Information

Rotary Club of Houston sponsors the  
Dictionary Project in several HISD schools 
annually. 

Interested in volunteering in 
HISD?  Register online to  
become a volunteer at 
www.houstonisd.org/vipslogin

Monique Johnson-Garner 
VIPS Program Administrator
HISD – Strategic Partnerships
4400 West 18th Street
Level I, SE
Houston, Texas 77092-8501

Telephone: 713-556-8477
Email: VIPS@HoustonISD.org
Fax: 713-556-7244

VIPS was founded in 1970 
by Jean Davis Myers. The 
VIPS program has evolved 
over the years to recruit 
volunteers from public and 

private sectors that  have significantly 
impacted student achievement.  During 
the  2019-2020 school year, VIPS had over 42,000 approved 
volunteers in the Raptor Volunteer Management database. 
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Marathon Oil Volunteers promoting literacy 
initiatives at Browning Elementary School


